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Coding Education
Peripheral Arterial Disease & ABI

Measurement of the ankle-brachial index
(ABI) is reasonable if peripheral arterial
disease (PAD), also known as peripheral
vascular disease (PVD), is suspected.
Although the majority of patients with PAD
will not have symptoms, clinical reasons to
suspect PAD include claudication, a non-
healing ulcer, skin changes including hair
loss over the lower legs, and age >70°.

ABI Interpretation:

<0.90 — Abnormal and diagnostic for PAD?

Coding Tip:

Atherosclerotic vascular disease is a chronic,
progressive disease that should be referred
to as current or known PAD/PVD, not history
of PAD/PVD?.

Documentation Example:

Initial Diagnosis

e Assessment: A 73 year old asymptomatic
male with a history of smoking.

ABI results 0.90, currently asymptomatic
PAD.

» 1CD-10 Code: 173.9 PAD unspecified

Plan: Discussed the importance of risk
factor control. Will monitor.

Established Diagnosis

e Assessment: A 54 year old diabetic female
with stable claudication due to PVD.

A1C and BP are currently at goal.

» 1CD-10 Code: E1151 Type 2 diabetes
mellitus with diabetic peripheral
angiopathy without gangrene

Plan: Discussed the importance of risk
factor control, continue anti-platelet agent.
Will monitor.
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Have Questions?

Contact: Ramp@MolinaHealthcare.com

The information presented herein is for informational and illustrative purposes only. It is not intended, nor is it to be used, to define a standard of care or otherwise
substitute for informed medical evaluation, diagnosis and treatment which can be performed by a qualified medical professional. Molina Healthcare Inc. does not
warrant or represent that the information contained herein is accurate or free from defects.
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